HENRT   SLADE

Slade writes: " Samuel Bellachini, Court Conjurer to
the Emperor of Germany, had a week's experience
with me free of charge. I gave him from two to
three seances a day and one of them at his own house.
After his full and complete investigation, he went to
a public notary and made oath that the phenomena
were genuine and not trickery/'

Bellachini's declaration on oath, which has been
published, bears out this statement. He says that
after the minutest investigation he considers any
explanation by conjuring to be " absolutely impos-
sible/* The conduct of conjurers seems to have been
usually determined by a sort of trade union jealousy,
as if the results of the medium were some sort of
breach of a monopoly, but this enlightened German,
together with Houdin, Kellar, and a few more, have
shown a more open mind.

A visit to Denmark followed, and in December
began the historic stances with Professor Zollner, at
Leipzig. A full account of these will be found in
Zollner's " Transcendental Physics," which has been
translated by Mr. C. C. Massey. Zollner was Pro-
fessor of Physics and Astronomy in the University of
Leipzig, and associated with him in the experiments
with Slade were other scientific men, including
William Edward Weber, Professor of Physics; Pro-
fessor Scheibner, a distinguished mathematician; Gus~
tave Theodore Fechner, Professor of Physics and an
eminent natural philosopher, who were all, says Pro-
fessor Zollner, " perfectly convinced of the reality of
the observed facts, altogether excluding imposture or
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